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One stone has a sermon on the beauty of
hoKness, another declares that religion is
not dogma, but mercy, charity, and truth.
Tolerance to all sects, kindness to animals,
and other moral precepts are enjoined on
these venerable monuments of more than two
thousand years' standing. But Ashoka was a
powerful ruler as well as an earnest Buddhist.
He consolidated and enlarged his grandfather's
empire until it reached from the Bay of Bengal
to the Hindu Kush Mountains ; even some of
the Dekhan tribes acknowledged his over-
lordship.

India was then, as it is now, a conglomera-
tion of races, and counted far more foreigners
than Hindus. Ashoka's religious zeal and
ripe statesmanship helped to establish a creed
which, at no time, made the slightest distinc-
tion between Aryan and barbarian. The
tendency of Buddhism to fall in with popular
notions did the rest. But it was a fatal
policy to court the illiterate masses and adapt
the ceremonial to their craving for outward
show. The politic condescension was dearly
paid for in the end when the indulged
populace dragged religion down into idle
pomp and image worship.

We have a graphic description of a Buddhist